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indeed found amongst the rocks and in the river-beds of
Guiana, but it does not exist in sufficient quantities to repay
the expenses of working. It must not, however, be forgotten,
that to give rise to such a tale, it was enough that the wealth
described should have been of importance in the eyes of the
first narrators, however little its value may have been when
judged by the European standard. Whatever gold was in
existence would soon find its way into the hands of the most
powerful and warlike of the neighbouring tribes, and it is certain
that the value of the riches thus acquired would speedily be
exaggerated by all who had suffered from the violence of its
possessors. When once the idea of great wealth had been
accepted, the tale would quickly spread from tribe to tribe,
and would be repeated with peculiar emphasis whenever a
white man happened to be present It was too well known
that these strange beings from beyond the sea had come to
search for gold, and the lesson was soon-learned that the surest
way to purchase their aid was to impress them with a belief in
the unbounded wealth of the enemy.

It is easy for us to laugh at such a tale as this. In
Raleigh's day it would have been difficult to show any satis-
iS95. factory reason for rejecting it. Raleigh, at all events,
ftetevoh'are believed it; and the spring of 1595 saw him once
to Guiana, more upon the seas, bound for that new world which
had filled so large a place in his thoughts, but which he had
never yet seen with his bodily eyes.

From Berreo, the Spanish governor of Trinidad, whom he
had contrived to capture, Raleigh learned something of the
Golden Land of which he was in search. The Spaniard, too,
had joined in the quest, and had even formed a settlement,
named San Thome, not far from the spot where the Caroni
discharges its waters into the Orinoco, which he had hoped to
make the basis of his future operations. But it was not long
before the presence of Spaniards produced its usual conse-
quences. The Indians were goaded into resistance by the
cruelty of thier oppressors, and Berreo's little band found the
post no longer tenable. Berreo had accordingly been com-
felled to retire to Trinidad, where he was awaiting reinforce-